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YOUNGSTOWN
W hen you’re out and 

about this week and pass a 
Salvation Army bell ringer 
next to a red kettle, take an 
extra moment to make a 
small contribution.

That’s the challenge Maj. 
Lurlene-Kay Johnson is 
hoping Mahoning County 

residents will take on as the 
Salvation Army’s Red Kettle 
Campaign winds down.

Johnson, the organiza-
tion’s area coordinator pro 
tem, said the campaign, 
which got under way around 
Thanksgiving, has raised a 
little more than $200,000 in 
the county. The effort, how-
ever, is about $30,000 short 
compared with last year 

and needs to come up with 
$300,000 by Friday to fund 
the agency’s programs and 
operations for next year, 

Johnson explained Sunday 
at the agency’s Glenwood 
Avenue location on the city’s 
South Side.

Nevertheless, the goal can 
be reached if each person 
in the county who passes 
a red kettle donates $1, she 
noted, adding that kettles 
are at area Walmart, Giant 
Eagle and other big-box and 
smaller stores, as well as 
numerous restaurants and 
businesses.

“You make most of your 
money about 10 days be-

fore Christmas,” observed 
Johnson, of Cleveland, who 
came to the Valley in mid-
November to assist with
local fund-raising efforts.

Most of the money will be 
used to cover the Salvation 
Army’s distribution costs 
and to give out toys and food 
vouchers, she continued. It 
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Salvation Army hopes for more jingle in the kettles
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AUSTINTOWN
Ca feter ia workers at 

Austintown Middle School 
don’t want to exchange gifts 
anymore — but not because 
they don’t like one another.

“There are so many kids 
who don’t have anything, 
and everyone does all these 
exchanges,” said cafeteria 
manager Shelley Chine.

So for the past three years, 
the 14 women along with 
four other AMS staff mem-
bers instead have adopted 
Austintow n families in 
need.

“It’s excit-
ing to wake 
up Christ-
mas morn-
i n g  a n d 
k n o w  a n -
other family 
has a Christ-
m a s  t o o,” 
Chine added.

On Friday, several caf-
eteria workers shopped at 
Austintown Plaza to grab 
some last-minute items on 
the wish lists for two fami-
lies adopted this year.

“These are really nice 
shoes,” Darlene Wiery said, 
grabbing a box along the 
back wall at J.C. Penney.

“I think that’s too small,” 
Chine said of another pair 
before grabbing the win-
ning box.

“I like this; do you guys 
like this?” she asked.

Surprisingly, all eight 
women did.

“It’s easy to agree when it’s 
a good cause,” Debbie Pratt 
said after everyone had 
sorted through the options 
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AUSTINTOWN

SCHOOL WASN’T MOVING
fast enough for Nate 
Masterson.

The Fitch High School 
sophomore enrolled in the new 
alternative-school program so he 
could learn at his own pace.

“I wanted to be ahead,” he said. “I 
wanted to learn more, faster.”

Nate is one of about 70 students 
in the Austintown school district 
who have opted for the K-12 online 
program. Any student can enroll, 
and they choose to for a variety of 
reasons.

“There are 70-some students and 
70-some reasons why they’re doing 
it,” said Janet Polish, coordinator 
of alternative-school and online 
programs. She also is the principal 

of this new program.
Polish was part-time principal 

of the alternative program that 
existed for seven years before this 
school year. That program offered 
nontraditional school hours where 
students could come in from 3 to 
6 p.m. after the regular school day 
to receive their education. Course-
work was not done online, and 
students usually had behavioral 
or academic problems that forced 
them out of the classroom.

“We opened up the possibilities 
with this program,” Polish said, 
adding that it was necessary con-
sidering the number of competing 
charter and online schools.

“Everyone is going to start doing 
this because everyone is losing 
their own kids,” she said.

Online, on course
Austintown district’s new program gives students an alternative Menu

includes
helping
needy
Cafeteria workers
continue tradition

By KRISTINE GILL
kgill@vindy.com

NORTH JACKSON
The Christmas stockings decorating 

Kathy Wetzl’s third-grade classroom 
saw a rare juxtaposition last week as 
students learned about Hanukkah.

“I learned we have Hanukkah eight 
days,” said Jackson-Milton Elemen-
tary student Madison Fowler.

Madison had a front-row seat dur-
ing the lesson taught by Cindy Fiol, an 
intervention specialist at the school 
whose husband is Jewish. Though 
many public schools focus on Christ-
mas this time of year, the lesson was 

part of an effort to educate students 
about other celebrations.

“I think there’s a lot of prejudice 
around, and it doesn’t have to be
racial, but it can be based on religion
or anything in life,” Fiol said. “I think 
that if children are exposed to some-
thing and learn a little bit ... it can 
bridge the gaps between groups of 
people.”

During the lesson, students learned 
the basic premise of the holiday, 
helped to light a menorah and played 
with tiny wooden dreidels. Fiol gave 
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diversity this holiday season
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BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
A local church’s bereavement ministry 
helps survivors cope with holidays. 
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Dozens witness church’s outdoor display
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PEOPLE WHO NEVER THOUGHT THEY’D 
NEED HELP FROM THE SALVATION ARMY 
NOW NEED HELP.” 

Maj. Lurlene-Kay Johnson, Salvation Army

See KETTLES, A4
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Sophomore Nate Masterson and program coordinator Janet Polish work on assignments online at the new alternative school at Fitch High School. “Everyone is going to 
start doing this because everyone is losing their own kids,” Polish said.

Students can use computers housed in two trailers near the high school.See SCHOOL, A5

Chine

See HELPING, A4
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Jackson-Milton Elementary student Raenah 
Rader, 8, plays with a dreidel as part of a pre-
sentation on the history and customs of the 
Jewish holiday Hanukkah.See DIVERSITY, A4

 Poland  1307 Tiffany South Blvd. 330-758-7272
 Boardman  1393 Boardman-Canfield Rd. 330-758-4333

  Warren  1976 Elm Rd. 330-372-9498
 Hermitage/Sharon  1275 N. Hermitage Rd.

 (inside Wal-Mart) 724-983-0740
 Austintown  1502 S. Raccoon Rd. 330-793-3400

 Niles  404 Vienna Ave. 330-652-9099
 Liberty  3175 Belmont Ave. 330-759-5500
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