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CANFIELD
The robots in Dave Izzo’s class 

take a daily beating. 
“They hit the deck, drive off the 

table,” Izzo said. “They’re really 
starting to wear out.”

After more than fi ve years at the 
mercy of budding seventh-grade 
programmers, they’re getting a 
break. 

Izzo’s robotics class at Canfi eld 
Village Middle School recently 
received a $3,000 grant through the 
Martha Holden Jennings Founda-
tion to purchase a dozen new robots 
for next semester. 

“After about fi ve years, their 
buttons go because they’ve been 
pushed so many times,” Izzo said.

During class Tuesday, students 
programmed their robots to stay 
inside a large rectangle outlined in 
black tape. The robots were pro-
grammed to sense the amount of 
refl ected light from a given surface, 

and move away from the refl ection-
levels of black tape to stay along a 
white surface. 

The old models students used 

By JEANNE STARMACK
starmack@vindy.com

CAMPBELL
The fire department is 

starting to build up man-
power, but it will be a while 
before a rating that affects 
residents’ homeowners in-
surance can be reviewed for 
improvement.

The fi re department must 
be able to have four fi refi ght-
ers at each fire, and they 
must be from the Campbell 
department — mutual aid 
doesn’t count. 

The depa rtment a lso 
must be able to produce at 
least six months’ worth of 
training records, fire Chief 
Nick Hrlec has told The Vin-
dicator. Then, he can con-
tact the Insurance Servic-
es Office, a private agency 
that rates cities’ fi refi ghting 
capabilities for insurance 
companies, to do a review. 

The ISO raised its rating 
for Campbell from a 6 to a 
10, the worst on its scale, in 
June. Many residents have 
seen their insurance rates 
rise as a result.

The city has been trying 
to combat the department’s 
lack of manpower, which 
also is affecting the train-
ing — Hrlec has said there 
aren’t enough fi refi ghters to 
get together for sessions.

T he c it y ’s  f i v e -y e a r 
financial-recovery plan, 
which it has to have while 
it’s in fiscal emergency, 
calls for the transition from 
a paid department to an 
all-volunteer one. The five 
full-time fi refi ghters in the 
d e p a r t m e nt  n o w  c a n 
remain until retirement.

Mayor George Krinos also 
appointed 10 auxiliary fi re-
fi ghters several months ago.

The difference between 
volunteers and auxiliaries, 
city finance director Sher-
man Miles has said, is the 
way they are paid. Volun-
teers are paid per fire, and 
auxiliaries are paid by the 
hour. The plan calls for vol-
unteers, not auxiliaries, he 

By WILLIAM K. ALCORN
alcorn@vindy.com

YOUNGSTOWN
Military veterans need a 

Veterans Treatment Court 
because their problems are 
unique, says a court propo-
nent.

“Some of them have seen 
their buddies blown up,” 
said Youngstown Municipal 
Judge Robert P. Milich, who 
is spearheading the creation 
of a Veterans Treatment 
Court here.

The Youngstown Veter-
ans Court is scheduled for 

its fi rst session Jan. 11, said 
Judge Milich, who, with 
other Veterans Court team 

members, met Tuesday  in 
city council chambers to 
continue planning for the 
court’s formation.

The Veterans Court is sim-
ilar in concept to Municipal 
Court’s Drug and Mental 
Health Courts in that nonvi-
olent offenders are given the 
option of treatment in lieu of 
jail. If they do not follow the 
treatment plan, they can be 
dropped from the program 
and sent to jail.

But t houg h vetera ns 
can have drug and mental 

By LINDA M. LINONIS
linonis@vindy.com

HUBBARD
Hubbard Township Pa-

trolman Dominick A. Gua-
rino has the best interests of 
senior citizens at heart.

He’s been assigned by 
Chief Todd D. Coonce to 
i mplement t he Sen ior 
Citizens Assistance Pro-
gram geared to help older 
residents stay safe in their 
homes. 

Here’s how the program 
works: Senior citizens or 
their family members are 
asked to call Guarino at 
Hubbard Township Police 
Department, 330-534-9797, 

between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
He will set up a time to 
stop by a senior’s home. Se-
niors will be placed on a list 
for Guarino to call or visit 
weekly or biweekly. 

“We have a large number of se- !

niors in the township who live 
alone. This is an added service,” 
Guarino said. “We have the time 
on day-turn to do this kind of 

By ELISE FRANCO
efranco@vindy.com

AUSTINTOWN
St . A n ne U k ra i n ia n 

Catholic Church’s amend-
ment to a rezoning re-
quest prompted township 
trustees to approve the 
proposal.

The church, 4310 Kirk 
Road, began the rezoning 
process in August to allow 
for business development 
on the property. 

The initial proposal was 
14.35 acres with 1,301 feet 
of frontage on Kirk Road 
that would be divided into 
four business lots.

Tr u stees prev iou sly 
a sked chu rch leaders 
to a mend t he request 

after residents on Lake and 
Evelyn roads expressed 
concerns w it h hav ing 
retail stores so close to their 
homes. 

Church leaders present-
ed the revised request to 
the board Monday night, 
sa id boa rd cha i r ma n 
David Ditzler.

“The amendment was 
the removal of parcel num-
ber four,” he said. “It was 
the largest block of land 
fronting Kirk Road, but it 
also backed into all the res-
idential areas along Evelyn 
and Lake.”

Austintown Zoning In-
spector Darren Crivelli 
said the fourth parcel was 

Fire chief
working
to reduce
rates for
insurance

Trustees OK rezoning
after request is amended
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Students in Dave Izzo’s class try out their cars on di! erent templates after program-
ming them. The students write code that tells the robots to avoid the black line outlin-
ing mazes and to stay within the white space. They also programmed the cars to follow 
the black tape.
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Judge Robert P. Milich of Youngstown Municipal Court, a retired Air 
Force lieutenant colonel, and Melissa Knopp  of the Ohio Supreme 
Court’s Specialized Docket Section, were among a group of peo-
ple who met Tuesday  in Youngstown City Council chambers to con-
tinue planning for the Jan. 11 opening of the Youngstown Veterans 
Treatment Court.
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Dominick  A. Guarino , a Hubbard Township police o"  cer, performs 
a safety check for a senior citizen. He is implementing the Senior 
Citizens Assistance Program geared to help older residents stay 
safe in their homes.
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Salsis Salama  has her teacher, Dave Izzo, check her robot in class Tuesday. Izzo recently received a grant to replace the old robotics 
equipment for two of his seventh-grade technology classes at Canfi eld Village Middle School.

Updating technology

See CAMPBELL, A6

Agenda Thursday 
Trumbull Career & Tech- !

nical Center school board, 
7 p.m., board room, 528 Edu-
cational Highway, Warren.

Trumbull Career & Tech- !

nical Center Adult Pro-
grams Committee, 
5:30 p.m., room AE205.

Brookfi eld school board, !  
special meeting, 7:30 a.m., 
board o!  ces. Will discuss 
personnel.

Youngstown Commu- !

nity School, board meet-
ing, 7:30 a.m., 50 Essex St., 
Youngstown.

South Range school  !

board, special session, 
7 a.m., board ofi ce, 11822 
South Ave., North Lima. Dis-
cussion of board-owned 
property.
AGENDA runs daily. Items for the 
column should be sent to The Vindica-
tor Regional Desk at least two days in 
advance.

2 crashes on Route 11
CANFIELD

The Ohio State Highway 
Patrol is investigating a one-
car crash in the township that 
killed one person Tuesday.

The accident occurred 
around 5:20 p.m. on state 
Route 11, just south of U.S. 
Route 224. The state patrol 
was not releasing any addition-
al details at press time. 

A second accident occurred 
on state Route 11 in Trumbull 
County, near state Route 
82, just before 6 p.m. Vienna 
Township fi refi ghters respond-
ed to that call and said it was a 
one-car crash as well, but no 
injuries were reported. 

Arsonist sought
YOUNGSTOWN

Investigators are trying to 
determine who tried to set a 
Dearborn Avenue home on 
fi re. According to police, family 
members at 2825 Dearborn 
were in bed at 1:30 a.m. Tues-
day when someone noticed 
a glowing light from the front 
porch. It was soon discovered 
the porch was on fi re, and fi re-
fi ghters say someone threw an 
accelerant onto the porch.

Witnesses say a black 
Monte Carlo or Grand Prix 
drove past the North Side 
house, turned around and 
slowed down enough for 
someone inside to throw the 
accelerant. The fi re was no-
ticed quickly by those inside 
the house and extinguished. 
Firefi ghters estimated dam-
ages to be about $100.

Burglars surprised
YOUNGSTOWN

A 41-year-old North Side 
woman is recovering from the 
shock of encountering two 
burglars in her home.

According to reports, the 
Goleta Avenue woman came 
home at 2:30 p.m. Monday to 
fi nd a gray Chevrolet pickup 
truck in her driveway. Thinking 
the truck belonged to her land-
lord, the woman tried to enter 
the house but realized the 
door had been kicked in. Ac-
cording to police, the woman 
found two men inside trying 
to carry her television out of 
the house. One of the men, re-
ports say, pinned her against 
a wall and choked her before 
running o" . The other man 
ran out the back door. The 
men jumped into the pickup 
truck and fl ed after striking the 
woman’s car.

Closed for 60 days
YOUNGSTOWN

Shirley Road between Mid-
lothian Boulevard and Poland 
Avenue will be closed imme-
diately for about 60 days for a 
waterline replacement project. 
Those who live on Shirley will 
have access. Detour signs are 
posted for all others.

U.S. Marshals
Most Wanted

The U.S. Marshals Service 
in Northern Ohio is asking the 
public to help fi nd its most 
wanted fugitive of the week:

NAME: 
Symeon K. 
Bankston
AGE: 29
HEIGHT: 5 feet 
9 inches
WEIGHT: 240 

pounds
EYES: Brown
HAIR: Black
CHARGE: Multiple drugs 
charges; resisting arrest.
Anyone with information on this sus-
pect should call 866-4WANTED. Call-
ers do not have to identify themselves. 
Cash rewards will be given to anyone 
with information leading to an arrest.
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