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BOARDMAN
The state government 
has to “stop being slop-
py and lazy, and we’ve 
got to be focused,” 
said John Kasich, the
Republican guberna-

torial nominee.
When asked Monday by The Vin-

dicator who he specifically meant, 

Kasich said: “The state and the lead-
ership of the state. The people that 
work in the government are too 
slow.”

Ka sich spoke to t he med ia
after speaking at a rally at Mahon-
ing County Republican Party head-
quarters in Boardman and before 
attending a fund-raising event for 
his campaign at the Warren home of 
businessman Sam Covelli.

Kasich criticized Gov. Ted Strick-
land, a Democrat, for failing to move 

Ohio forward.
“Stop making excuses for why we 

keep failing and accept personal
responsibility,” Kasich said of Strick-
land.

When asked what Strickland poli-
cies would be among the fi rst to go if 
he’s elected next month, Kasich said, 
“I don’t have two hours to answer 
that question.”

Responding for the Strickland 
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YOUNGSTOWN
Prominent businessman Bruce Zoldan 

has withdrawn his wholesale fireworks 
company as a member of the area’s cham-
ber of commerce, saying its chairman is 
taking too active a role in the gubernato-
rial race.

Zoldan, chief executive offi cer for B.J. 
Alan Co., told The Vindicator on Monday 
that the decision was made after several 
of his employees urged him to have the 
company resign from the Youngstown/
Warren Regional Chamber.

What triggered the reaction, he said, 
was Tom Humphries, the chamber’s 
president, co-hosting a fundraising event 
Monday for John Kasich, Republican
candidate for governor.

“The president of the 
cha mber crossed t he 
line when he” agreed to 
co-host the Kasich event, 
Zoldan said. “I feel Tom 
Humphries made a mis-
take here.”

Zoldan said his compa-
ny will rejoin the cham-
ber if either Humphries 
steps down as president 
or the chamber’s board 
establishes a policy not 
permitting its president to 
participate in “public par-
tisan political activity.”

Humphries said he’ll 
take Zoldan’s request to 
establish a policy to the board for consid-
eration.

“I have an opinion on” Zoldan’s request, 
Humphries said. But he declined Monday 
to share it with The Vindicator.

Humphries said, “I really am disap-
pointed as a citizen” that B.J. Alan has left 
the chamber over his support of Kasich. 
“I could have sworn I woke up this morn-
ing in the United States and was allowed 
to support whoever I wanted.”

Zoldan is the second person to have 
his company quit the chamber over this 
issue.

On Friday, Mahoning County Demo-
cratic Party Chairman David Betras’ law 
fi rm resigned from the chamber and said 
the local party will no longer support it in 
any way if Humphries remains president.

Supporting candidates is acceptable 

B.J. Alan
pulls out
of Valley
chamber
Zoldan: Humphries ‘crossed 
the line’ in governor’s race

By KRISTINE GILL
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WARREN

WHEN HE ATHER K ISH
learned she had breast 
cancer three years ago, 
she knew there was one 

thing she could control.
“My hair was going to come out when 

I wanted it to,” Kish said.
And so, just weeks after her diagno-

sis in October 2007 and days before 

her fi rst chemotherapy treatment, the 
38-year-old Warren resident had her 
head shaved.

Kish is just one of 178,480 women 
in the country diagnosed with breast 

cancer in 2007, according to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. As a resident of the 
Mahoning Valley, she also is from an 
area where late-stage diagnosis and 
breast-cancer mortality rates are some 
of the highest in the state, according 
to a study done by Susan G. Komen for 
The Cure.

St. Elizabeth Health Center won a 
grant through the Susan G. Komen 

HEATHER’S HOPE
Breast-cancer survivor from Warren perseveres

Kasich fi res more salvos during Valley fundraiser

By DENISE DICK
denise_dick@vindy.com

YOUNGSTOWN
Theaters, museums, art 

galleries and the sympho-
ny — they aren’t just ways 
to spend an afternoon or a 
night out.

They’re potential eco-
nomic generators as well 
as economic-development 
tools.

That’s why The Power 
of the Arts, a committee 
of groups and individuals 
from the arts and business 
communities, formed about 
a year ago and the reason 

behind its plans to conduct 
an economic impact study 
of the arts.

“When people go to see 
the Youngstown Sympho-
ny, they don’t just see the 
show and then go home,” 
said Bryan DePoy, dean of 
the College of Fine and Per-

forming Arts at Youngstown 
State University. “They go 
out to dinner before the 
show and sometimes out for 
drinks afterward.”

DePoy serves as co-chair-
man of the Power of the Arts 
Advisory Council along with 
Eric Planey, vice president of 

International Business At-
traction at the Youngstown-
Warren Regional Chamber.

The Power of the Arts is 
sponsored by the Raymond 
John Wean Foundation.

Planey, whose job involves 
attracting international 
businesses to the region, 
said a lively cultural com-
munity is an asset in mar-
keting a area to potential 
companies.

What came as a surprise 
to him, though, was the
impact of the arts on the

Arts panel draws on economic potential
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Breast-cancer survivor Heather Kish of Warren holds two photos of herself. The photo at left is from her senior year of high school, and the 
one at right was taken during her six months of chemotherapy treatment. 
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OVERCROWDED SCHOOLS
The Warren city schools administra-
tion hopes to learn within a month 
what assistance the state will give the
district to cope with overcrowding. 
 LOCAL & STATE, A3

ACADEMIC RECOVERY
Connie Hathorn, 
Youngstown 
schools superinten-
dent, says the di-
rector of curriculum 
and community
support will help 
with  the academic-
recovery plan.
 LOCAL & STATE, A7

PLEASE RECYCLE

John Kasich, the 
Republican nomi-
nee for governor, 
spoke to fellow 
Republicans at the 
Mahoning County 
GOP headquarters
in Boardman. 
Kasich told the 
crowd that “it’s 
a nasty time in 
American politics.”

WILLIAM D. LEWIS
THE VINDICATORSee KASICH, A4

See CHAMBER, A4

!INSIDE: St. Elizabeth Health Center will 
have three education events. A4

!COMING WEDNESDAY: Breanna 
Rohrman of Struthers was a 20-year-old 
YSU student when she was diagnosed.

See HEATHER, A4

WHEN PEOPLE GO TO SEE THE
YOUNGSTOWN SYMPHONY,
THEY DON’T JUST SEE THE 

SHOW AND THEN GO HOME.” 
Bryan DePoy, dean,

College of Fine and Performing Arts

See ARTS, A4
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campaign, state Sen. Joe 
Sch iavon i of Ca n f ield,
D-33rd, said: “That’s typical 
of the whole campaign Ka-
sich is running. People want 
some facts. He just rails on 
Strickland. That’s not an
answer to the question.”

Kasich also declined to say 
which programs he would 
cut with the state expect-
ing a signifi cant fi nancial 

shortfall.
“We don’t k now what 

the revenues are, so it’s
impossible to run a pro-
gram without” that knowl-
edge, he said.

But Kasich, a for mer 
congressman, pointed out 
that he’s “written 13 bud-
gets in my lifetime, and the 
crown jewel was the 1997 
[federal] balanced-budget 
amendment.”

Schiavoni said he under-
stands Kasich’s not men-
tioning specific cuts be-

cause the budget shortfall 
is “uncertain. But he could 
at least give ideas on fi xing 
the budget.”

Kasich was well received 
by the Republican crowd 
at party headquarters.

“It ’s a na st y t i me i n 
A mer ica n pol it ics,” he 
said. “Trash as much as 
you can our Republican 
candidates. I see it wherev-
er I go. We are a party that 
has ideas now. The reason 
why we’re being trashed is 
when you associate with 

a group that’s lost almost 
400,000 jobs, you don’t 
w a nt a ny body t a l k i ng 
about your record.”

Kasich also said that if 
Democrats win in Novem-
ber, “they’ll raise taxes.”

The goal should be to 
make government more 
effi cient and effective, and 
reduce taxes, Kasich said.

O u t s i d e  R e p u b l i c a n 
headqua r ters,  a g roup 
of local Democrats had 
a protest ra l ly aga i nst
Kasich.

Fou ndat ion to f u r t her 
breast-cancer education in 
the area just in time to have 
screenings for Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month this 
October.

Nancy Gantt, a surgeon 
at the hospital, said she re-
cently treated five women 
between age 25 and 30 for 
signs of the disease.

“It f r ightens me t hat 
they’re all from the Valley,” 
Gantt said.

Women diagnosed with 
Kish’s stage and type of can-
cer are given an 85 percent 
chance of survival.

“It’s the worst news you’d 
ever want to hear,” said 
Kish’s husband, Michael. 
“The worst thoughts go 
through your head, and 
that’s the first 10 seconds. 
Then it’s, ‘What do we have 
to do to beat it?’”

For more than a year, Kish 
had felt a pinching pain in 
her chest right over the ster-
num. Doctors dismissed it 
as stress, a pulled muscle or 
anxiety. She was too young 
to be considered for breast 
cancer.

But while lying down one 
day, Kish noticed a newly 
formed tumor the size of a 
golf ball protruding from 
her chest.

Kish told her three chil-

dren — Michael, 17, Nick, 15, 
and Emma, 9 — soon after 
her Oct. 25 diagnosis.

“We just kept it at facts,” 
Kish said. “We tried not to 
get emotional.”

Then, on Oct. 30, Kish 
found herself on the oper-
ating table undergoing a 
radical mastectomy where 
doctors removed her breast 
and lymph nodes under her 
arm.

Kish was just months 
away from fi nishing the two-
year nursing program at the 
Trumbull Career & Techni-
cal Center at the time. Her 
first doctor told her to put 
school on hold while she 
battled her disease, but that 
wasn’t an option for Kish.

“I spent two years on 
bloody knuckles crawling 
through nursing school 
with three kids,” said Kish, 
who returned to class Nov. 
5 “tubes and all” and began 
chemotherapy a few weeks 
later.

Her husband kept up with 
the kids at home and took 
to remodeling the kitchen 
and dining room by tearing 
down a wall when he need-
ed release.

Their middle child, Nick, 
took to selling homemade 
candy at school to raise 
money for a Relay for Life 
Team called Heather’s Hope 
that his family started.

“It’s been hard at different 

times, Nick said. “During 
chemo, my mom was super 
tired.”

Twice, her reactions to the 
chemotherapy landed Kish 
in the hospital where she 
joked she likely had earned 
frequent-fl yer miles.

“She was a on a fi rst-name 
basis with all the nurses,” 
Michael said.

Kish graduated from nurs-
ing school in January 2008 
and walked across the stage 
wearing a wig rather than a 
scarf for the first time and 
being sure to divert atten-
tion from her disease. She 
fi nished chemotherapy that 
spring, and her hair began 
to grow back soon after.

Kish will be labeled as “in 
remission” Oct. 25, 2012, fi ve 
years after her diagnosis. In 
the meantime, she attends 
regular doctor appoint-
ments with fi ngers crossed 
that nothing comes up in 
her tests.

Things are going well 
these days, but Kish worries 
her condition could have 
been caught sooner. Be-
cause she was only 35 at the 
time, breast cancer wasn’t 
on the radar for her or her 
doctors. The recommended 
age to begin yearly mam-
mograms is 40.

“Cancer doesn’t know how 
old you are,” said Kish, who 
already has made breast-
cancer awareness her new 

life’s work.
As clinical coordinator at 

Warren West Community 
Health Center, Kish facili-
tates free access mammo-
grams and breast-health 
education.

She is looking to start her 
own foundation, Heather’s 
Hope, to ensure that grant 
money is always available 
for the program.

She said what frustrates 
her the most as a nurse and 
a survivor is that some wom-
en can’t afford screenings or 
don’t have insurance.

Kish still gets emotional 
when she remembers the 
day she said goodbye to long 
locks of her hair.

“I never let anyone see 
me without a scarf or a hat,” 
Kish said. “Not even family.”

It wasn’t until talking 
with a photographer at her 
daughter’s dance studio 
that Kish decided to capture 
her new look on fi lm.

After taking several shots 
of Kish wearing different 
scarves, the photographer 
was ready to wrap up.

Kish wasn’t.
“I said, ‘There are a few 

more photos I think we have 
to take,’” she said.

And for the f irst time 
in public, Kish untied her 
scarf.

for Humphries, but as the 
head of the chamber he 
went too far by co-hosting 
the Kasich event, Betras 
and Zoldan said.

Zoldan had a fund-rais-
ing event Oct. 4 in his Can-
field house for Gov. Ted 
Strickland, a Democrat, 
with Vice President Joe 
Biden.

Zoldan also attended Ka-
sich’s Monday event at the 
Warren home of another 
prominent businessman, 
Sam Covelli.

Zoldan said Wil l iam 
A. Weimer, B.J. A lan’s 
vice president and gen-
era l  cou n sel,  i nv ited 
Humphries two times to 
the Strickland and Biden 
event, but the chamber 
president didn’t attend.

“It’s important the cham-
ber board get the message 
that our community comes 
first and we should have 
friendships” among Dem-
ocrats and Republicans, 
Zoldan said. “We need bi-
partisan support.”

Zoldan said he’s had 

fundraisers at his home for 
Democrats and Republi-
cans.

Humphries said among 
the major issues he has with 
Strickland’s administration 
is it didn’t hire his company, 
Data Voice Systems Review, 
in 2007 for a contract with 
the state lottery commis-
sion.

Humphries said his com-
pany’s proposal would have 
saved the state more money 
than the company that was 
awarded the contract, and 
his fi rm was the only Ohio-
based business seeking the 
job.

“It’s a personal issue” 
for Humphries, and that 
shouldn’t be the case for 
someone who is the face 
of the chamber, Zoldan 
said.

The resignation of B.J. 
Alan is being done “very 
politely and very respec-
tively,” Zoldan said. “I hope 
mine is a temporary resig-
nation.”

Zoldan said he’s a long-
t ime supporter of t he 
chamber and just gave the 
organization $5,000 last 
week for economic devel-
opment.

region’s economy, he said.
An economic-impact 

study would put that im-
pact in writing and docu-
ment the information.

“That would open the 
door for us to apply for 
grant funding,” DePoy 
said.

The group is in discus-
sions with an organization 
to conduct the study of arts 
in Mahoning and Trum-
bull counties.

The Power of the Arts 
formed in response to a 
June 2009 program on the 
role of arts and culture in 
revitalizing communi-
ties. The program was 

sponsored by the Wean 
Foundation, the Com-
munity Foundation of the 
Mahoning Valley and the 
Youngstown Foundation.

Through work sessions, a 
steering committee identi-
fi ed two goals: develop an 
entity that will raise the 
visibility of, participation 
in and revitalization role of 
arts and culture in the Ma-
honing Valley; and develop 
and implement a plan to 
secure public funding for 
arts and culture in the Val-
ley.

Before formation of The 
Power of the Arts, the arts 
community was fragment-
ed, organizers said, and 
now-defunct arts groups 
tended to leave out more 
grass-roots artists.

Staff report

YOUNGSTOWN
St. Elizabeth Health Cen-

ter will have three breast-
health education events in 
light of a recent study. 

“We’re trying to get edu-
cation out to women in
Mahoning County to let 
them know there is funding 
available for mammograms 
and to educate them about 
breast health,” said Laura 
Sutherin, the breast-health 
liaison for St. Elizabeth.

The study done by The 
Northeast Ohio Affiliate 
of Susan G. Komen for The 
Cure identified Mahoning 
as one of three Ohio coun-
ties with the highest late-
stage breast-cancer diagno-
sis and mortality rates, spe-
cifically among blacks and 
Hispanics.

The hospital recently won 
a grant through the Susan 
G. Komen Foundation to 
spread breast-health edu-

cation by starting its new 
Comprehensively Pink Pro-
gram.

Julie Walsh, coordinator 
for cancer prevention and 
early detection at St. Eliza-
beth, said the grant was for 
about $30,000.

“Our mission is to help 

serve the poor and under-
served and to reach out to 
the community to provide 
this service,” Walsh said. 
“The need is also there to 
educate not only women 
40 and older, but women 
40 and younger because 
there are people that are 
younger who get breast 
cancer.”  

Women without insur-
ance or who are under-
insured can receive free 
m a m m o g r a m s  a t  t h e 
events, the fi rst of which is 
scheduled for 6  to 8 p.m. 
Oct. 21 at Sovereign Grace 
Chapel, 2012 Mahoning Ave. 
in Youngstown. The sec-
ond event will be 6 to 8 p.m.
Oct. 25 at Holy Trinity Ukra-
nian Church, 526 W. Rayen 
Ave. To register, call the
Humility of Mary Heathline 
at 330-480-3151 or toll-free 
1-877-700-4647.

The third event will be 
scheduled for  this spring. 

St. Elizabeth Health Center plans
3 breast-health education events
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A supporter of Gov. Ted Strickland exchanges words with those who back John Kasich for governor outside Mahoning County Republican 
Party headquarters in Boardman.

KASICH
Continued from A1

HEATHER
Continued from A1

CHAMBER
Continued from A1

ARTS
Continued from A1

THINK PINK
St. Elizabeth  ! Health Cen-

ter’s new Comprehensively
Pink Program, funded with 
grant money from the Susan 
G. Komen Foundation, will
a! ect the 22 Ohio counties in 
the northeast region.

Mahoning County’s  !

breast-cancer mortality rate 
is 19 percent higher than the 
average rate in the 22 North-
east Ohio counties.

The Comprehensively !

Pink Program’s goal is to 
reach 320 Mahoning Coun-
ty women.
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 Jessica Steed, DVM
 Jessica graduated from Ohio 
 State University College of 
 Veterinary Medicine and
 has been in practice since

 2003, treating dogs,
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