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YOUNGSTOWN
When Judy Tarver checks her e-mail, 

she still expects a message from Vivian 
Martin.

“If I sent her an email at 
6 o’clock, my phone was 
ringing at 6:10,” Tarver 
said. “We talked every 
day.”

Tarver, of Youngstown, 
was one of about 250 peo-
ple who attended funeral 
services Tuesday for Mar-
tin, 67, at St. Andrewes 

African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Martin was a real-estate agent whose 
body was found Sept. 20 in a home she 
was showing on the East Side. Two men 
are charged in her death.

Martin had just finished battling 
a second bout of colon cancer weeks
before her death, and Tarver and some 
friends took her out to celebrate that fi nal
chemotherapy treatment about three 
weeks ago. Tarver said she worked at
Essence Realty even through her illness.

“She’s a take-charge person,” Tarver 
said. “She was a thorough person. She 
dotted every ‘i’ and crossed every ‘t.’”

The Rev. Steven Jackson spoke of 
Martin’s recent battle with cancer and 
the funeral plans should the disease 
claim her life.

“There was a point when she battling 
that cancer when she called me and we 
talked about this day,” Jackson said. “She 
brought up the word ‘grace.’... She would 
want to make sure we all saw the grace 

By PETER H. MILLIKEN
milliken@vindy.com

CLEVELAND
A man who pleaded guilty to 

mail fraud in a Ponzi scheme that 
defrauded more than 200 people 
of some $9.3 million has been 
sentenced to five years and eight 
months in federal prison — and 
ordered to make full restitution.

David J. Harriett, 61, of Medina, 
formerly of Howland Township, 
drew the sentence Tuesday from 
U.S. District Judge Kathleen M. 
O’Malley.

Some of Harriett’s 
victims gave victim 
impact statements 
during the two-hour 
sentencing hearing; 
and each statement 
was followed by ap-
plause from about 
three dozen specta-
tors, which the judge neither inter-
rupted nor discouraged.

“The only thing I regret is we’re 
not here for an execution hear-
ing,” said Judson Flint, adding that 
his financial losses in the scheme 
put a strain on his marriage. “Our 
retirement is down the drain,” he 
said. “Harriett, you’ll get what you
deserve.”

Harriett, who retired in 2006 as a 
General Motors Lordstown execu-
tive, misrepresented to potential
investors in the scheme that he 
had contracts to develop and build
McDonald’s and Pioneer Chicken 
franchise restaurants.

By ASHLEY LUTHERN
aluthern@vindy.com

YOUNGSTOWN
Police arrested one 

Youngstown man Tues-
day and are continuing to 
search for another in the 
shooting death of 74-year-
old Thomas J. Repchic.

Kevin D. Agee Jr., 25, 
faces charges of aggra-
vated murder and felo-
nious assault. Agee will 
be arraigned today in 
Youngstown Municipal 
Court.

Police on Tuesday night 
were looking for Aubrey F. 
Toney, 29, of Youngstown, 
in the murder.

Repchic and his wife, 
Jacqueline A., 74, were 
driving near the inter-
section of Philadelphia 
Avenue and South-
ern Boulevard after 
leaving St. Domi-
nic Church when 
someone fired six 
to 12 shots at the 
couple’s Cadillac. 
Jacqueline Repchic 
was wounded in 
her leg, since am-
putated.

Police Chief Jimmy 
Hughes said the murder 
was “clearly a case of mis-
taken identity.”

The individuals in-
volved had a dispute — 
maybe a turf war or drug-

related — and were 
looking for the driv-
er of a 1990 Cadil-
lac, the same type 
of vehicle as the 
Repchics’, Hughes 
said. He added that 
police have identi-
fi ed a suspect with 

a vehicle similar to the 
Repchics’.

Mayor Jay Williams 
said he wanted members 
of St. Dominic Church,
77 E. Lucius Ave., to “rest 
assured” that they were 

By GRACE WYLER
gwyler@vindy.com

WARREN
A fe der a l  judge ha s

rejected motions to dismiss 
the Delphi Corp.’s salaried-
retirees lawsuit against the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corp., a ruling that virtually 
assures that their case will 
be tried in federal court.

The PBGC’s attempts to 
dissolve the Delphi salaried 
retirees’ case were thwart-
ed in a preliminary hear-
ing last week, when Judge
Arthur Turnow in a Michi-
gan U.S. District Court de-

nied the PBGC’s motions 
for dismissal and summary 
judgment.

The judge a lso r uled 
against the PBGC’s motion 
to seal court proceedings, 
with the exception of 50 
pages of PBGC documents.

“The end result of this is 
that it offi cially sets the stage 
for us to go to trial,” said 
Dennis Black, chairman of 

the Delphi Salaried Retir-
ees Association. “The judge 
decided that our case had 
enough validity to make it 
reasonable.”

The ruling is a major vic-
tory in the salaried retirees’ 
ongoing struggle against 
the federal pension insurer, 
which took over their pen-
sion plans during the feder-
al government’s restructur-

ing of General Motors last 
year. The termination of the 
salaried pension plans led 
to between 30 percent and
70 percent benefit reduc-
tions.

The PBGC has agreed to 
pay back the benefi ts lost in 
the event that the lawsuit is 
decided in favor of the retir-
ees. The agency declined to 
comment on the hearing.

The case now will move 
to the discovery phase of 
the trial, said Chuck Cun-
ningham, legal liaison for 
the Delphi Salaried Retir-

By BARRY M. HORSTMAN
Cincinnati Enquirer

CINCINNATI
Hamilton County Auditor Dusty 

Rhodes, long a harsh critic of
“double-dipping” in public service, 
has taken preliminary steps to let 
him double his $94,248 annual 
salary next year by drawing both 
a pension and a paycheck if he is
re-elected in November.

Rhodes insists he is “simply pre-
serving my options” and will not 
decide whether to begin drawing 
pension benefits in addition to 
his salary — which could raise his
annual compensation to more than 
$188,000 — until 2011.

He said that one reason he fi led a 
notice of intent with the Hamilton 
County Board of Elections to begin 
drawing his pension next year was 
to protect himself against proposed 
changes in state retirement plans 
that could reduce future benefi ts.

Rhodes said he recognizes that 
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Harriett

ROBERT K. YOSAY | THE VINDICATOR

Family members console one another as they exit 
St. Andrewes African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Youngstown, where funeral services were Tuesday for 
Vivian Martin, a real-estate agent who was killed last week.

Martin

THE SUSPECTS
KEVIN D. AGEE JR., 25

Previously charged  �

with breaking and entering 
and drug possession. 

In 2001,  � he was shot
in the leg during a drive-by 
shooting at 537 Garfi eld St. 
— the same location where 
he was arrested Tuesday
on aggravated-murder
charges.

AUBREY F. TONEY, 29
Has a  � history of drug-

related off enses, including 
arrests in 2003, 2005 and 
2007 for drug possession 
and traffi  cking in crack 
cocaine.

Source: Mahoning County
court records

See video for 
this story at  
vindy.com  

ONLINE
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CRIME STOPPERS
Anyone with  � information is asked to call Crime 

Stoppers, an anonymous tip line, at 330-746-2583, 
or the YPD at 330-742-8921.

REPCHIC CALLING HOURS
Calling hours  � for Thomas J. Repchic are from

4 to 7 p.m. Friday at Vaschak-Kirila Funeral Home, 
3100 Canfi eld Road. Tribute, A8

HOUSER HEARING
A trial  � judge maintained that Jamar Houser,

 accused of killing an 80-year-old woman, still 
could receive the death penalty if convicted. A3

IT IS FORTUNATE 
THAT WE HAVE 
MEN AND WOMEN 

OF THE YOUNGSTOWN
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
WHO WILL ACT SWIFTLY 
AND DECISIVELY.”

Jay Williams, 
Youngstown mayor Aubrey F. Toney soughtKevin D. Agee Jr. arrested

THE VINDICATOR | ROBERT K. YOSAY

Above, police search 
the home at 537 
Garfi eld St., off  
Glenwood Avenue, 
Tuesday afternoon. 
One man was taken 
into custody in the 
shooting death of 
Thomas J. Repchic, 74.
At left, Police Chief 
Jimmy Hughes and 
Youngstown Mayor
Jay Williams, left,
announce the arrest 
of one man and the 
search for another.

WILLIAM D. LEWIS
THE VINDICATOR

THE JUDGE DECIDED THAT OUR CASE HAD 
ENOUGH VALIDITY TO MAKE IT REASONABLE.” 

Dennis Black, chairman, 
Delphi Salaried Retirees Association

See DELPHI, A6

See SUSPECTS, A6

See MARTIN, A6 See DOUBLE, A6

See HARRIETT, A6

HATHORN ERA TO START
Connie Hathorn, tapped as the city’s 
next schools superintendent, starts as 
the deputy superintendent Monday.
 LOCAL & STATE, A3

CAMPBELL DISPUTE
Campbell Mayor George Krinos and 
city council disagree over the handling 
of police contract negotiations.
 LOCAL & STATE, A8

V&M STAR ACCOLADES
The V&M Star expansion continues to 
garner accolades as one of the world’s 
best economic-development projects.
 BUSINESS, A12
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COURTS
MAHONING COUNTY

NEW COMPLAINTS
US Bank NA, as successor trustee et 

al v. Jennifer L. Wigle  et al, fore-
closure.

EverHome Mortgage Co. v. David E. 
Johnson et al, foreclosure.

CitiMortgage Inc. et al v. George J. 
Kluchar Jr. et al, foreclosure.

Andrew Konsol v. Mary Maxin  et al, 
money.

Richard Cecil et al v. Natalie Scrivens 
et al, money.

CitiMortgage Inc. et al v. Alan P. Rob-
les  et al, foreclosure.

Chase Home Finance LLC et al v. 
Daniel N. Bina  et al, foreclosure and 
reformation of deed.

Wells Fargo Bank NA v. Robert H. 
Francis et al, foreclosure and refor-
mation of mortgage.

First Resolution Investment Corp. v. 
Jason W. Luzik, money.

M & I Bank FSB v. Anthony E. Inno-
cenzi, DPM Inc. et al, money.

Education Resources Institute et al v. 
Scott McIntyre, money.

Chase Bank USA NA v. Bonnie B. 
Emerick et al, money.

Nick Loze  v. William C. Bell, money.
Jeffrey S. Milick v. Terrianny  Bigsby et 

al, other torts.
ABL Wholesale Distributors Inc. et al 

v. Bassem  S. Salameh  et al, money.
Citibank South Dakota NA v. Joshua R. 

Ott, money.
Deutsche Bank National Trust, as 

trustee et al v. David E. Wanstreet  
et al, foreclosure.

Sid Mar Foods Inc. v. Smaldino’s Sun-
rise Deli Inc. et al, money.

DOCKET
US Bank NA v. Gerald N. Gherardi  Jr. 

et al, confi rmation of sale and dis-
tribution.

Countrywide Home Loans Inc. v. Rob-
ert L. Ambrose et al, confi rmation of 
sale and distribution.

Citimortgage Inc. v. Scott Rhoades  et 
al, foreclosure.

Household Realty Corp. v. Dianna  M. 
Wilson et al, property withdrawn 
from sheriff’s sale.

Frankie Madison Jr. et al v. Romero 
Minor et al, decision of magistrate.

Chase Home Finance LLC v. Joseph J. 
Herman et al, foreclosure.

LaSalle Bank NA v. Darla M. Yanner-
ella  et al, vacating order of sale and 
property withdrawn from sheriff’s 
sale.

Lillian Hegron  v. Lawrence A. DiDo-
menico, order of magistrate.

Paul L. Biller v. Lacey N. Higginbotham 
et al, order of magistrate.

Theresa Chapman v. Louis L. Wain-
wright, settled and dismissed.

Jack Weinstock v. Christoff Corp. et 
al, settled and dismissed.

Cavalry SPC I LLC v. Rosanne Hrehor  
Jr., satisfaction of judgment.

US Bank NA v. Kelly L. Kosek et al, 
order of magistrate.

Deutsche Bank National Trust v. Do-
nato Cocca et al, vacating order of 
sale and property withdrawn from 
sheriff’s sale.

Jamie M. Miller v. Jacob M. Burkhold-
er, settled and dismissed.

JPMC Specialty Mortgage LLC v. David 
A. Laurie et al, order of magistrate.

Eugene Tensley v. Kaleel Brothers 
Inc., settled and dismissed.

Citimortgage Inc. v. Cynthia M. Moss 
et al, dismissed.

Baird Brothers Sawmill Inc. v. Angelilli 
Builders Inc., dismissed.

Eugene C. Lopez v. City of Youngstown 
et al, order of magistrate.

Eugene Lopez v. City of Youngstown 
et al, order of magistrate.

Hubell Credit Co. LLC v. Jeracho  Es-
tavez et al, default judgment.

Eugene Tensley v. Kaleel Brothers Inc. 
et al, settled and dismissed.

Mary Sliwinski v. Mahoning County et 
al, settled and dismissed.

Louis D. Ponzi Jr. v. Dominic Trimboli, 
order of magistrate.

American Builders & Contractors Sup-
ply Inc. v. Samuel Savon et al, judg-
ment for plaintiff.

Fidelity Bank v. Ellen L. O’Donnell et 
al, foreclosure.

CACH LLC v. Joyce Robinson, judg-
ment for plaintiff.

Chase Home Finance LLC v. Mark C. 
Moore et al, order of magistrate.

Lisa M. Bryant et al v. Brandee K. Keh-
res , settled and dismissed.

Valerie DePietro v. Delores Nored , 
order of magistrate.

Deutsche Bank National Trust v. Rick 
Seawood et al, dismissed.

Anges  Piersone  et al v. Youngstown 
Steel Door Industries et al, order of 
magistrate.

Citimortgage Inc. v. Jeffrey D. Poppke  
et al, order of magistrate.

Lisa Howarth  et al v. Edward L. Mc-
Cauley et al, order of magistrate.

Christina Christian v. Tracy Mascarel-
la, dismissed.

PHH Mortgage Corp. v. Aundrea M. 
Lego  et al, judgment entry and 
decree.

Wells Fargo Bank v. Danial  Nosse  et 
al, foreclosure.

American Tax Funding LLC V. Sandra 
McGee et al, foreclosure.

PNC Bank v. Ricky E. Hoover Jr. et 
al, foreclosure and reformation of 
mortgage.

Chase Home Finance LLC v. Dawn R. 
Conn et al, foreclosure.

Keybank NA v. Alan E. Drennen et al, 
foreclosure.

Bank of New York Mellon v. Raymond 
D. Boyd Sr. et al, foreclosure.

Green Tree Servicing LCC v. Ronda J. 
Perkins et al, order of sale returned 
unexecuted.

Midland Funding v. Khalil I. Kamal, 
default judgment for plaintiff.

BAC Home Loans Servicing LP v. Shar-
ron A. Lietzke  et al, judgment entry 
and decree.

Deutsche Bank Trust Co. Americas v. 
Beth A. Roach et al, order of mag-
istrate.

Susan R. Lepsik v. Mahoning County 
et al, order of magistrate.

Shawn Zecher v. John Rivers Sr., 
dismissed.

Devon Tucker v. Nathen  Jones, dis-
missed.

Sarah L. Bonilla v. Christine E. Still-
wagon, dismissed.

Eugene Lopez v. City of Youngstown 
et al, order of magistrate.

Colette Q. Alvarado v. Dionna  Ben-
nett, dismissed.

State v. Ronald Madden, probation 
violation.

State v. Joshua M. Sheesley , interven-
tion in lieu of conviction.

State v. John Habib, count fi ve dis-
missed.

MARRIAGE LICENSES
Tyran  S. Rollins, 27, of 155 Balsam 

Court, Youngstown, and Christina D. 
Johnson, 24, of same. 

Steven S. Croley , 39, of 3604 Orchard 
Hill Drive, Canfi eld, and Renee L. 
McCalpin , 32, of 3900 Chaucer Way, 
Youngstown.

DIVORCES ASKED
David J. Woodward Jr., 144 Helena 

Drive, Struthers, v. Carmelina A. 
Iamurri, 7039 James St., Poland.

Michael E. Walker, 744 Harlen St., 
Youngstown, v. Brenda Walker, 421 
Henrietta Ave. NE, Canton.

Jennifer A. Belfast, 162 Charles Ave., 
Boardman, v. Mark H. Arnoto, 932 
Canterbury Court, Salem.

Dena  M. Wright, 5095 Pine Shadow 
Court, Mineral Ridge, v. Wil-
liam D. Wright, 122 N. Glenellen, 
Youngstown.

Michael A. Fisher, 12594 Youngstown 
Pittsburgh Road, Petersburg, v. 
Olwen  J. Fisher, 738 Nellbert Lane, 
Boardman.

Kurt W. Frenzel, 4171 Riverside Drive, 
Youngstown, v. Christine M. Frenzel, 
3635 Shelby Road, Youngstown.

Kelli A. Williamson Johnston, 4881 
Columbiana Road, New Middletown, 
v. Robert F. Johnston Sr., of same.

DISSOLUTIONS ASKED
Lisa Lorelli, 467 Millbrook, Canfi eld, 

and James Lorelli, of same.

REAL ESTATE
James Vincent et al v. Richard M. 

Springer et al, Nevada Ave., Sebring, 
$12,000.

John Fiurziu  Sr. to Mahmoud Kas-
sem  et al, Struthers Road, Poland, 
$170,000.

Don A. Patchen et al to James F. Bar-
rett, Heatherbrae Drive, Poland, 
$179,000.

Pauline Stanavich to Thomas W. 
Muir et al, New Road, Austintown, 
$35,000.

BAC Home Loan Servicing LP to 
Candido Bazares  Jr., E. Lucius Ave., 
Youngstown, $11,000.

Edward R. Kramer et al to Bruce D. 
Brackbill  et al, North East River 
Road, Lake Milton, $249,900.

Charles E. Caven et al to Christopher 
M. Fusco, McCarty Drive, Canfi eld, 
$124,000.

Bertha J. Simchick et al to Michael 
J. Beck, Tremble Ave., Campbell, 
$15,000.

James W. McElroy to John P. Virden et 
al, Courtney Road, Beloit, $169,661.

James W. McElroy to Robert G. Phil-
lips et al, Courtney Road, Beloit, 
$88,000.

Ralph H. Davis to Andrew Guthrie, 
Mock Road, Berlin Center, $25,000.

Dale Evanski to Sally Svoboda , St. An-
drews Court, Canfi eld, $95,000.

Carl E. Moser et al to Richard A. Bo-
wen Jr., Moreland Drive, Canfi eld, 
$119,500.

Timothy McPhilips  et al to Carl 
Mentzer et al, Neff Drive, Canfi eld, 
$123,400.

BIRTHS
FORUM HEALTH 
NORTHSIDE MEDICAL CENTER
Teri McDougal and Kyle Hamner,

Berlin Center, girl, Sept. 28. 
Justin and Rebecca Handwork, 

Canfi eld, boy, Sept. 28. 

ST. ELIZABETH HEALTH CENTER
James and Crystal Lewis, Struthers,  

girl, Sept.  21.

SHARON REGIONAL
LaToya Hubbard and Johnny Heath 

Jr., Youngstown, boy, Sept. 21.

Staff report

BOARDMAN
A preliminary hearing for 

two brothers accused of rob-
bing a real-estate agent at 
gunpoint on Hillman Way 
has been postponed until 
Thursday.

Robert Brooks, 25, and 
Paul Brooks, 27, both of 
Youngstown, will appear in 
Boardman court at 4:45 p.m. 
Thursday. 

Roberts Brooks also is 
a suspect in the Sept. 20 
murder of real-estate agent

Vivian Martin.
Attorneys for both broth-

ers said they had received 
the case assignment late 
Monday and needed more 
time to prepare, which Judge
Joseph M. Houser of Ma-

honing County Area Court 
granted. 

Police arrested the broth-
ers Sept. 21 in the robbery of a
female real-estate agent 
while she was showing them 
an apartment on Hillman 
Way. When interviewed by 
police, Robert Brooks admit-
ted being involved in the rob-
bery, reports state.

The men took a tan bag, 
black camera phone, blue 
scarf, 12 apartment keys, 
wicker purse and other 
items from the real-estate 

agent who works for ERA 
Tri-Sun Realty. That vic-
tim, Cynthia Lee Curaso-
Western, told her story on 
NBC’s “Inside Edition” on 
Tuesday evening.

The entertainment news 
program broadcast a spe-
cial report about the recent
attacks on real-estate agents 
in Northeast Ohio and also 
featured the Martin case 
and that of Andrew Von-
Stein, a Realtor in Portage 
County who was found shot 
to death Sept. 21.

not being targeted.
Agee was arrested Tues-

day afternoon at 537 Gar-
field St., off Glenwood Av-
enue, said Capt. Rod Foley.

A second man was arrest-
ed at that location on unre-
lated drug charges.

Two pit-bull dogs, weap-
ons and loads of ammuni-
tion were confi scated from 
the Garfi eld Street house.

The arrest came only a 
day after police located the 
1999 maroon Dodge Dur-
ango used in the drive-by 
shooting. The owner of that 
vehicle is not a suspect in 

the killing, Hughes said.
Foley commended the 

Youngstown investigative 
team and said that many 
useful tips came in from the 
Crime Stoppers phone line.

On Sunday, Williams is-
sued a $10,000 reward for 
information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of 
those responsible for the 
city’s 19th homicide.

“We don’t k now how 
much information we got in 
was related to the reward, 
but at the end of the day, 
there is one individual in 
custody and we’re seeking 
information on any others,” 
Williams said. “For those 
who did provide informa-
tion, we’re certainly excep-
tionally grateful.”

Hughes said police are 
working to curb gang vio-
lence.

“We made other arrests 
today,” he said. “... We have 
stepped up enforcement.”

An attempted burglary at 
the Repchics’ Trenton Av-
enue home Saturday, the 
same day of the shooting, is 
unrelated to the murder in-

vestigation and appears to 
be an opportunistic crime, 
Hughes said.

“In the most unfortunate 
of situations, it is fortu-
nate that we have men and 
women of the Youngstown 
Police Department who will 
act swiftly and decisively,” 
Williams said. “We want 
to send a message that this 
will not stand in this com-
munity. It will not be toler-
ated.”

Calling hours for Thomas 
Repchic are from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Friday at Vaschak-Kirila Fu-
neral Home, 3100 Canfield 
Road in Youngstown. The 
funeral Mass is scheduled 
for 10 a.m. Saturday in St. 
Dominic Church.

of God.”
Cancer didn’t kill Martin, 

but Jackson remembered 
her funeral wishes and her 
spunky personality.

“When Vivian had chemo 
and lost her hair, she told 
me, ‘Reverend, I thought I 
was pretty enough and cute 
enough to walk around 
bald-headed,’” Jackson said. 
Martin would later buy a wig 
but never wore it.

“She just beat cancer,” 
Jackson said. “That’s what 
makes this day so unreal.”

Russel Neal of Akron, who 

knew Martin through the 
National Association of Real 
Estate Brokers, fondly de-
scribed her as a demanding 
individual with a passion for 
her job.

“She made sure every-
thing was done right,” Neal 
said. “She loved being able 
to help people and get them 
into homes.”

Martin was born in Niles 
and attended Youngstown 
city schools before drop-
ping out in ninth grade. She 
would later go on to earn 
three college degrees in-
cluding a master’s in science 
of organizational leadership 
from Geneva College, Bea-
ver Falls, Pa.

During the service, Mar-
tin’s granddaughter Kysha 
Martin read a letter written 
by Martin’s daughter Davi-
da Brown titled “My Mother 
is My Hero.” In it, Brown 
wrote that she was most in-
spired by her mother’s abil-
ity to raise two children as a 
single parent, battle cancer 
and continue her education 
later in life.

“I wish I had my mother’s 
willpower for education,” 
Brown wrote.

Artis Gillam, a friend of 
Martin’s since the second 
grade, spoke during the 
service, describing her as a 
feisty individual.

“If you knew Vivian, she 

would get on your nerves 
sometimes,” Gillam said, 
recalling snowy mornings 
at Madison Elementar y 
School when Martin would 
tell him to help take off her 
snow boots.

“I’d tell her I wasn’t going 
to, and a few minutes later 
she’d say, ‘You ready to take 
my boots off?’” Gillam said. 
Gillam had a message for 
Martin on Tuesday: “I’m go-
ing to miss your smile. I’m 
going to miss you being a 
pain in the neck, but most of 
all I’m going to miss you.”

Martin was buried at Tod 
Homestead Cemetery on 
Belmont Avenue.

“I feel like I have met Sa-
tan ... I fell victim to this 
devil in disguise,” said 
Patricia Rogan, another 
of Harriett’s victims. “He 
misrepresented ever y-
thing. ... It was all a big 
lie,” Rogan said, adding 
that the financial losses 
she suffered were devas-
tating to her family.

“This man is a thief and 
a liar. ... I am now broke” 
because of his crime, said 
68-year-old Maxine Savel. 
“He’s ruined my life,” Sav-
el said. With her life sav-
ings lost and Social Secu-
rity as her only income, 
she’ll be forced to return 
to work, Savel said.

“I pray to God that you 
wear that yellow jumpsuit 
the rest of your life,” Savel 
concluded.

“You will not receive 
any sympathy from me,” 
Melissa Hock told Har-
riett. Hock said she took 
a General Motors buyout 
in 2008 and that her hus-
band lost his job. Saying 
Harriett destroyed their 
retirement savings, she 
urged the judge: “Please 
confi ne him for the maxi-
mum time.”

T he judge sa id t hat 
before he enters prison, 
she’ll allow Harriett to 
fi nish up to three months 
of treatment for pancreat-
ic cancer that has spread 
t h roug hout h is body. 
That’s because Harriett is 
taking the chemotherapy 
drug Sutent, which the 
U.S. Bureau of Prisons 
does not administer.

T he judge s a id she 
would forward Harriett’s 
medical records to BOP 
a nd rec om mend t hat 
he be placed in a prison 
medical facility.

Harriett’s lawyer, Tim-
othy F. Sweeney of Cleve-
land, asked the judge to 
put Harriett on house ar-
rest and not send him to 
prison.

Sweeney said house ar-
rest would enable Harri-
ett to continue his treat-
ment for terminal cancer 

at the Cleveland Clinic 
and to receive hospice 
care when he needs it.

Dr. Rober t Pel ley, a 
Cleveland Clinic cancer 
specialist treating Har-
riett, testif ied Harriett 
likely will die within the 
next two years. However, 
he said he couldn’t give 
a specif ic t ime frame. 
“These diseases grow in 
a very sporadic and un-
predictable fashion,” Dr. 
Pelley testifi ed.

Bridget M. Brenna n, 
t he a ssista nt U.S. at-
torney prosecuting the 
case, called for a 63- to 
78-month prison term for 
Harriett.

Brennan said Harriett 
promoted “one of the pur-
est Ponzi schemes” she 
had ever seen and caused 
severe f ina ncia l ha rm 
to “really hard-working 
people.” Under her cross-
examination, she got Dr. 
Pel ley to ack nowledge 
that doctors told Harri-
ett in 1997 that his cancer 
eventually would be fatal.

Despite receiving that 
diagnosis and progno-
sis 13 years ago, Harri-
ett continued the Ponzi 
scheme, Brennan told the 
judge.

An aggravating factor 
in this crime is that Har-
riett used his position at 
General Motors to recruit 
more investors to become 
Ponzi scheme victims, 
the judge said.

Wearing a business suit, 
a gaunt-looking Harriett 
sat hunched over before 
court, his head bowed 
and his hands crossed on 
the defense table in front 
of him, assuming an atti-
tude of prayer and atone-
ment.

“What I did was wrong,” 
an apologetic Harriett 
said after turning to face 
his victims on the court-
room’s spectator bench-
es. “The hurt I caused you 
probably can’t be mea-
sured.”

Harriett told his v ic-
tims: “I’ll live with this 
pain that I’ve caused you 
for what little time I have 
left.”

ees Association. A date has 
not been set to schedule 
discovery proceedings, he 
said, but added he expects 
the case to move forward 
soon.

As the case moves to 
trial, the retirees likely are 
going to subpoena docu-
ments from the Treasury 
Department and GM re-
garding the federal Auto 
Task Force’s bailout of 
the company, said Bruce 

Gump, chairman of the 
Warren Legislative Group 
of the Delphi Salaried Re-
tirees Association.

The retirees argue these 
documents will show that 
the PBGC’s decision to ter-
minate the salaried pen-
sion plans was improper 
and made under political 
pressure to expedite GM’s 
exit from bankruptcy.

“The big deal with the 
hearing ruling is that we 
can move forward,” Gump 
said. “We have every rea-
son to believe we will pre-
vail.”

Hearing postponed for brothers accused in robbery

some people will accuse 
him of hypocrisy, in part be-
cause he has been so critical 
of double-dipping — simul-
taneously drawing a salary 
and a pension for the identi-
cal or essentially the same 

job — in the past.
As long ago as the 1990s, he 

encouraged state legislators 
to close legal loopholes that 
allowed double-dipping. In 
one typical remark from 2007, 
he faulted public offi cials who 
argued that double-dipping 
is sometimes less expensive 
than paying a pension to one 
person and a salary and ben-

efi ts to another.
“It would be cheaper if I 

stole money from my neigh-
bor, but that doesn’t make 
it right,” Rhodes said then. 
“This is an abuse of the sys-
tem. You can put all the lip-
stick you want on the pig. But 
at the end of the day, it’s still 
a pig.”

By placing himself in a po-

tentially unflattering spot-
light, Rhodes said he also 
hopes his case will prod the 
Ohio legislature to finally 
move to end double-dipping 
— even at considerable po-
litical risk to himself in his 
toughest re-election cam-
paign in years, against Re-
publican Tom Brinkman.

“If this gets people talking 

about it, let it rip,” he said. “I’m 
willing to fall on my sword if 
that’s what it takes. I’m not 
even sure I’m going to do it, 
but if this gets the issue out 
there, that’s good.”

Under Ohio law, elected of-
ficials who are considering, 
for pension purposes, retir-
ing during the term for which 
they are running must fi le a 

written notice to that effect 
with their elections board.

Accordingly, Rhodes in 
February fi led a “declaration 
of intent to retire” with the 
elections board.

“Although I do not know 
the exact date I plan to retire 
it is my intention to exercise 
my option in 2011,” Rhodes 
wrote. 
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