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Smoking, Merrell said,
hastened the end for his
buddy.

“He smoked until his last
day. He could not kick it. It
was frustrating that he
wasn’t more aware of what it
would take, what the cause
was.”

Last year, Merrell rode the
43 miles to Amanda; this
year, in wheeling to Athens
on a carbon-fiber road bike,
he will more than double
that distance.

He has found relatives,
friends and others more
than willing to help him in
the effort — by contributing
a donation.

“It’s cancer,” he said.
“Everybody who responded
said they had cancer in their
family.”

Kirby Lantz
41, BLACKLICK
RIDING 102 MILES TO ATHENS

Mia Lantz knows very
little about the disease float-
ing around her bloodstream. 

At age 4, she has reduced
leukemia to a simple con-
cept:

“She knows her blood is
sick,” said her father, Kirby.
“She has to take medicine,
and she understands that.”

Any trace of fear in his
voice isn’t easily heard.

The 41-year-old resident
of Blacklick tries to view the
cancer as a bump in the
road for his family and for
his daughter, who has
reached the “maintenance”
stage of treatment.

“She’s going to come out
of this a strong little girl,” he
said. “She’s dealing with
things children don’t have to
deal with.”

Despite his unwavering
optimism and that of his
wife, Michelle, they recog-
nize the need for donations
and research.

So he will don a racing

jersey with his daughter’s
name on the back for the
trip to Athens.

In October 2009, the
couple learned that their
3-year-old had acute
lymphoblastic leukemia.

Soon after, she began a
rigorous regimen of chemo-
therapy.

Her shoulder-length
blond hair fell out, and she
was quarantined at home
for a time to stave off an
infection.

Mia, whose hair is grow-
ing back, graduated to the
new stage this summer: She
sees her doctor only once a
month for treatment in
addition to taking medica-
tions at home.

“She’s been a little
trouper,” Mr. Lantz said.

She’ll continue her treat-
ment at Nationwide Chil-
dren’s Hospital until January
2012, when she’ll ring a
hospital bell signaling the
end of the course.

This summer, she is en-
joying time at the pool with
2-year-old brother Carter.

Her father took part in a
spring triathlon to raise
money for leukemia
research.

And, on Saturday, Mia will
be waiting at the finish line
in Athens.

“We can only control
certain things in life,” Mr.
Lantz said. “It’s a way to feel
like I’m doing something.”

Ashly Lawton
28, GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS
RIDING 102 MILES TO ATHENS

Just 10 more seconds.
Sometimes, that’s all that

Lawton asks of her patients
at the OSU Medical Center. 

Sometimes, that’s all they
can give her. 

“I’ll ask them to stand for
10 more seconds,” she said
— “just like I tell myself: 10
more seconds of sprinting

or one more hill.”
Lawton, a physical thera-

pist, assists cancer patients
at the James, where she
often witnesses their trying
to muster strength before
chemotherapy.

In them, she has found
the determination to train
for Pelotonia.

“It’s them motivating me,”
Lawton said. “Sometimes I
think, ‘Do I really want to
ride for two hours after
work?’ But these people
fight every second of their
lives. I can only imagine
what they go through.”

Lawton has previously
donated to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital in
Memphis, Tenn.; and par-
ticipated in Race for the
Cure events in San Diego,
San Francisco and else-
where.

Working with cancer
patients every day, she views
the bike ride as an obvious
way to contribute to their
cause.

Lawton lost her grand-
father to lung cancer when
she was 21.

He had picked up a cigar-
smoking habit in the Navy.

“My sister and I would
always tell him to stop,” she
said. “I wish I would have
fought harder.”

In seeing six to 10 patients
a day, Lawton confronts a
range of emotions.

“Some people want to
fight it, and they’re not
going to let cancer beat
them,” she said. “Some
people hate the world and
think, ‘Why did this happen
to me?’ We can’t force them
to be optimistic.”

Though athletic, Lawton
worries about the challenge
of long-distance cycling.

“I know I’ll get through
with perseverance,” she
said. “I don’t know how
pretty it’ll be.”

kgill@dispatch.com
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LEFT: William Merrell of 
Upper Arlington, a second-
year Pelotonia participant 

ABOVE: Ashly Lawton in her
scrubs at the Arthur G. James
Cancer Hospital 

Kirby Lantz with his inspiration for Pelotonia: his 4-year-old daughter, Mia
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would obviously rely on a
certain brand.

“He’s like the Energizer
Bunny,” said his mother,
Mary. “We have to tell him:
‘Today is over. You have to
shut down.’”

The 10-year-old Colum-
bus resident tires his
parents with his perpetual
motion, but they are also
awed by his drive.

The fifth-grader at
Calumet Christian School
has worked to raise a com-
bined $3,000 with his father,
Jerry, for a ride together to
Athens.

Should they fall short of
the goal, they’ll bike to
Amanda.

“I think people are im-
pressed with Sam’s willing-
ness to work all summer for
a cause,” Mr. Ferrell said.

His son has spent about
three months canvassing his
Northwest Side neighbor-
hood for donations and —
after exhausting his “warm
contacts,” as his father put it
— even asking strangers for
support.

The boy has collected
$1,562; and his father, $688.

When he turned 10 in
May, Sam asked for Pelo-
tonia donations instead of
birthday presents.

He has a summer pet-
sitting job for $3 a day, and
he carts his mobile lemon-
ade stand (a wagon) door to
door when he has time.

He wants to ride to help
beat the disease that
claimed the lives of an aunt
and a cousin.

“People in our family have
had cancer,” he said, “and I
didn’t get to meet them.”

Along with his father, who
joined him in riding 250
miles during the weeklong
Great Ohio Bicycle Adven-
ture in June, Sam has biked
about 20 miles a day in
preparation for the tour.

Otherwise, he has been
squarely focused on raising
cash.

“It’s pretty easy,” Sam
said. “You just have a con-
versation, then tell them
about Pelotonia.”

William Merrell
67, UPPER ARLINGTON
RIDING 102 MILES TO ATHENS

Merrell has lost cousins,
two aunts, an uncle and a
grandfather — among other
loved ones — to cancer.

His cousin Frank suc-
cumbed to throat cancer 
at 55.

“He was my boyhood
idol,” said Merrell, 67, of
Upper Arlington.

At 6 feet 7 inches, Frank
— 10 years older than
William — was “a giant of a
character.” 

to sexuality continues on
his latest with a pair of
pseudo-erotic bruisers: the
pleasantly dopey Ala-
Freakin-Bama and the dull
Brown Chicken Brown
Cow. His love songs — Still
Love You, A Little Bit of
Missin’ You — aren’t much
more nuanced. 

The brightest moments
here are the most ambiv-
alent ones. The affecting
This Ain’t No Love Song, of
course, is just that. 

— Jon Caramanica

‘Brian Wilson
Reimagines Gershwin’
Brian Wilson

Imagine, if you can,
Gershwin tunes in surfer
attire. 

With varying degrees of
success, Wilson turns his
subject’s melodies into
post-Beach Boys pop.

The best cut is a pulsing,
bouncy They Can’t Take
That Away From Me, in
which Wilson sounds like a
child in the throes of
puppy love jumping for joy.

Then there’s I Got
Rhythm, arranged as a
trudging surf-style anthem
with martial syncopation
and a too self-conscious
style.

On an album that feels
like a posthumous compe-
tition, Wilson emerges the
clear loser.

— Stephen Holden

‘Cowboy’s Back in Town’
Trace Adkins

This is Adkins’ first
album for Show Dog, the
label headed by country
music’s aging king of
thoughtful brawn, Toby
Keith, to whose throne
Adkins seems to aspire.

Although Adkins shares
a sense of gravity and an
air of intractability with his
new boss, he lacks Keith’s
winking cheekiness and
self-deprecation.

Adkins’ clumsy approach

CD REVIEWS

Surfin’ Gershwin
out of its depth
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

‘Furry Vengeance’
PG, $22.99

This is the kind of kid-friendly com-
edy that finds its delights in the slap-
sticky torture inflicted on Dan
Sanders (Brendan Fraser), a real-
estate developer who, at the behest of
his boss (Ken Jeong), is razing acres of
forest for a subdivision. 

The forest creatures aren’t exactly in

favor of the proposal. So they pool
their resources to unleash all manner
of Animal Planet fury on Dan. 

The film contains rude humor, mild
language and brief smoking. 

‘The Last Song’
PG, $29.99

In a film based on the novel by
Nicholas Sparks, Miley Cyrus not-
quite-convincingly plays troubled
high-school senior Ronnie Miller.

Fresh from a shoplifting arrest at
home in New York, Ronnie is shipped
off to her father’s beach house in
Georgia. Salvation comes, of course,
in the form of a boy, but someone
gets sick and dies. 

It’s not hard to make a sad movie
out of the ingredients assembled here.
But it is hard to make a good one. 

The film contains mild violence,
kissing on the beach and disrespectful
teenagers making mean comments.

DVD REVIEWS

Animals take revenge in primitive fashion 
THE WASHINGTON POST

populated by a seemingly
endless series of side
quests and optional areas
in its vast virtual world.

So while there is certain-
ly a main story to follow,
players still have the free-
dom to take off and explore
at leisure.

But make no mistake:
This is still a thoroughly
Japanese game, as reflected
perhaps most obviously in
its anime-inspired art style. 

Once you buy into it,
Dragon Quest IX can easily
provide 50 to 100 hours of
entertaining play. 

Even if you’re an adult,
don’t be afraid of the DS. 

In some ways, Nintendo’s
hand-held DS game con-
sole represents the last
vestige of the old identity
of video games as play-
things for children.

Adults don’t seem to be
using the Nintendo DS in
quite the same way they
play other portable-game
devices. 

And that’s a shame
because Dragon Quest IX:
Sentinels of the Starry Skies,
released last month in
North America for the DS
after selling more than
4 million copies in Japan, 
is one of the most affecting
portable games I have
played. 

Developed by Level-5
(maker of the Professor
Layton puzzle series for the
DS) and published in
North America by Nin-
tendo, Dragon Quest IX is
the rare Japanese role-
playing game that can
appeal to fans of Western-
style role-playing.

Dragon Quest IX is quite
deft in how it stays true to
the roots of Japanese-style
gaming while integrating a
degree of openness and
freedom in its design.

For example, while the
player’s character is thrust
into the role of an angel
who must uncover the
roots of a catastrophe that
has befallen both heaven
and earth, the player also
has the ability to design his
or her three adventuring
companions from scratch. 

A more hidebound
Japanese game would force
the player to partner with
specific pre-made charac-
ters. 

Dragon Quest IX is also

VIDEO-GAME REVIEW

Latest mission
liberates player
By Seth Schiesel
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

The top-selling video games on
Amazon.com, as of noon
yesterday:

1. Halo: Reach (due Sept. 14,
Xbox 360)
2. Madden NFL 11 (Xbox)
3. StarCraft II: Wings of Liberty
(personal computer)
4. Super Mario Galaxy 2
(Nintendo Wii)
5. Madden NFL 11 (Play-
Station 3)
6. Call of Duty: Black Ops
(Nov. 9, Xbox)
7. New Super Mario Bros. Wii
(Wii)
8. Halo: Reach — Limited
Edition (Sept. 14, Xbox)
9. Wii Fit Plus with board (Wii)
10. Halo: Reach — Legendary
Edition (Sept. 14, Xbox)

WHAT WE BUY

The top songs downloaded
from iTunes, as of noon
yesterday:

1. Dynamite, Taio Cruz (pop)
2. Teenage Dream, Katy Perry
(pop)
3. Love the Way You Lie,
Eminem featuring Rihanna
(hip-hop/rap)
4. I Like It, Enrique Iglesias
featuring Pitbull (Latino pop)
5. DJ Got Us Fallin’ in Love,
Usher featuring Pitbull (R&B/
soul)
6. Magic, B.o.B featuring Rivers
Cuomo (hip-hop/rap)
7. Cooler Than Me, Mike Posn-
er (pop)
8. Mine, Taylor Swift (country)
9. California Gurls, Katy Perry
featuring Snoop Dogg (pop)
10. Ridin’ Solo, Jason Derulo
(pop)

WHAT WE PLAY

Dragon Quest IX
� System: Nintendo DS
� Price: $34.99
� Rating: E for everyone


