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Aboelzahab of the Islamic
Center of Greater Toledo in
Perrysburg. 

Muslims are aware that
this year’s celebration comes
at a sensitive time. 

“It’s an awkward position
to be in, at a time when the
nation is grieving and at a
time when a lot of the eyes
are on Muslims,” said Abu-
kar Arman, a Muslim who
serves as Somali special
envoy to the U.S. 

“Collectively, the (Muslim)
community has been de-
monized. It’s no secret. ... It’s
carried the burden of what
19 individuals have done in
the name of that faith,” he
said of the terrorists who

killed thousands in the at-
tack on Sept. 11, 2001. 

Maria Ahmad of Mans-
field, Ohio, president of the
Muslim Student Association
at Ohio State University, was
just 11 that day but remem-
bers it well. 

“I feel the same senti-
ments about Sept. 11 as any
other American,” she said.
“But as a Muslim, I also
want to celebrate my holi-
day.”

If something terrible hap-
pened on Dec. 25, people
wouldn’t stop celebrating
Christmas, she pointed out. 

Ahmad said she supports
the proposed mosque near
the World Trade Center site,
but she doesn’t think it
should be built if it’s going to
cause problems. 

The city of New York has

given the green light for
construction, but some
victims’ families have spo-
ken out against it, calling it a
slap in the face. Conserva-
tive activists and politicians
such as Sarah Palin have
rallied hard against it. 

Even the Anti-Defamation
League, a Jewish civil-rights
group, opposes it. 

A smaller, less-publicized
controversy has been play-
ing out on Fox News and
conservative blogs such as
those found on the Tea Party
Patriots website. 

Some are challenging the
appropriateness of the Is-
lamic Circle of North Amer-
ica’s Muslim Family Days at
Six Flags. The celebration at
the park near Jackson, N.J.,
will be Sept. 10, while Mus-
lims in the Dallas area, the

Chicago area and the Wash-
ington area will celebrate
Sept. 12 at those parks.

The Six Flags events are
scheduled each year to cele-
brate Eid. But out of defer-
ence to Sept. 11, an event
was not scheduled that day,
Islamic Circle spokesman
Naeem Baig said. 

And in Florida, the Dove
World Outreach Center in
Gainesville has publicized
plans to burn Qurans on
Sept. 11. The National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals has
condemned the stunt. 

The national conversation
about Islam is at an “emo-
tional stage” right now, but
Arman sees an opportunity. 

Ramadan is a time of
reflection for Muslims, who
should spend the month
thinking about how to im-

prove the world and their
relations with others, he
said. That should include
reaching out to those dis-
trustful or fearful of the
faith. 

“As we continue this dia-
logue, no matter how rough
it seems in the beginning, it
will lead in the right direc-
tion,” he said. 

The Noor Islamic Cultural
Center in Hilliard has not
finalized its Eid plans,
spokeswoman Dalia Mo-
hammad said. The mosque
is inviting non-Muslims to
an iftar dinner on Aug. 29 to
break the daily fast and tour
the building. 

Information from Religion
News Service was included in
this story.

mheagney@dispatch.com
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think of a next step without clocking
this guy.” 

The passenger’s hostility continued
during the flight, and, as the plane
taxied to the airport gate, he allowed
the baby to crawl down the aisle —
also against regulations.

The scene proved too much for the
attendant, who calmly phoned police.

Having had her share of unpleasant
exchanges throughout her seven-year
career, the attendant could relate to
the situation in New York on Monday
in which a JetBlue steward snapped at
the entire cabin after confronting a
patron who refused to remain seated
as the plane inched toward a gate at
John F. Kennedy International Airport.

Such a reaction is inexcusable, the
local woman said, although coping
with testy customers is all too often a
part of the job.

“They board the plane short-fused,”
she said. “It’s up to us to diffuse the
problem.”

The JetBlue meltdown, which made
international headlines, struck a sym-
pathetic chord with others, too, espe-
cially those in jobs that require daily
interaction with a public that, at
times, can be difficult to please — or
much worse.

“In our office, we have 200 custom-
er-service reps,” said Eric Roberts, 37,
a supply-chain analyst for a Colum-
bus chemical company. “There are
several every day that lose it ... start
coming to tears and walk away from
their desk.”

For JetBlue’s Steven Slater, the trou-
ble started after he chided the patron
for not staying in her seat as the plane
taxied. The passenger reportedly
reached for luggage, which hit Slater
in the face; refused to apologize; and
cursed at the attendant.

Slater, 38, then went on the plane
intercom to chide all his passengers,
gave an expletive-filled resignation
and deployed the plane’s inflatable
emergency slide to depart. 

Later arrested at his home in
Queens, N.Y., he faces up to seven
years in prison. Slater, whose father
was an airline pilot, wore a slight
smile yesterday as he was led into a
Queens courtroom to be arraigned on
charges of criminal mischief, reckless
endangerment and trespassing. The
judge set his bail at $2,500, which
remained unpaid yesterday, the Asso-
ciated Press reported.

As word of the incident spread
yesterday, tens of thousands of people
tapped into Slater’s Facebook page.
He was also leading Twitter’s trending-
topics list (a measure of what millions
of users are talking about), and com-
ment boards for media outlets and
blogs lit up with personal workplace
horror stories.

“He probably didn’t make the right
decision, but at some point in our
careers we’ve all wanted to do what he
did,” said Rick Mitchell, 39, a North-
east Side resident who spent a decade
in food service, including a stint as
general manager for a Bob Evans
restaurant where at least one fed-up
employee quit without notice.

Investigators still are working to
determine what made Slater, a 20-year
veteran of airline work, lose his cool. 

Reports surfaced that he had been
caring for a dying parent in California.
Others speculated that the growing
financial and security stresses of air-
lines — resulting in breakneck sched-
ules, charges for checked bags and
heightened screening measures —
have pushed passengers and airline
employees over the edge. 

“Part of me is torn,” the Hilliard
flight attendant said. “He (Slater)
wouldn’t have done what he did if the
other person hadn’t initiated the
problem. It was totally wrong, but why
didn’t they single out the passenger
who refused to listen?”

Brian Lyman, who spent three years
as a flight attendant with Chautauqua
Airlines and AirTran Airways, said he
tried to keep the bad apples in per-
spective. 

“People are going to make you mad,
but it’s going to happen in any job,”
said Lyman, 28, who’s now employed
as a dispatcher for a Columbus med-
ical company. “You could give some
people an in-flight massage, and they
still wouldn’t care. 

“Right now, jobs aren’t easy to come
by. You’ve got to ignore the problem
and let things roll.”

kjoy@dispatch.com
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seldom seen in the suburbs. The
buildings will go up on the same
property used by existing schools
while class is in session. Once
they’re finished, the old buildings
will be demolished.

“It kind of scares me, honestly,”
said Jessica Werther, who has two
children in elementary school. “I
know that it has to be done, but it
will be interesting to see how we
do it.”

It’s been accomplished before
in urban districts, but there are
always kinks to be worked out. 

Columbus currently is design-
ing a replacement for Liberty
Elementary on the Far East Side
using the same method, said
Carole Olshavsky, executive direc-
tor of capital improvements for
Columbus schools.

“It’s a challenge for the school
because construction is noisy and
messy,” Olshavsky said. “But it’s a
great chance for the students to
watch their new school come up
out of the ground.” 

Students at Gahanna-Lincoln
High School have been helping
design and build their school’s
new annex across the street.
Teachers have used the proximity
as a learning opportunity in
math, business, drafting and
vocational classes.

Construction companies,
meanwhile, are guided by the
Ohio School Facilities Commis-
sion on school projects to make
sure they disrupt learning as little
as possible. But as with home
improvements, it can be a stress-
ful time, Olshavsky said. 

In Whitehall, the construction
zone already has been fenced off
at Kae Avenue Elementary and
Rosemore Middle School, both on
Kae Avenue. Crews are scheduled
to break ground at Etna Road
Elementary in October and

Beechwood Elementary in No-
vember.

The trickiest maneuver will be
for the high school. A replace-
ment can’t be built in the existing
school’s backyard because that
would ruin the athletic fields.
Instead, Whitehall-Yearling High
School will be torn down next
summer so that a new school can
be built in the same spot.

The new middle school is sup-
posed to be finished by then, so
the high-school students can be
relocated to the old middle-
school building until construction
finishes up in 2013, Superintend-
ent Judy Dobbert-Meloy said in
an e-mail. 

A total of $48 million of the $78
million cost for the Whitehall
buildings will be paid by the Ohio
School Facilities Commission; the
district will cover the other
$30 million with a bond levy
approved by voters two years ago.

The new facilities will be more
energy-efficient and have smart
boards and air conditioning.

“That’s going to be so good,”
high-school freshman Christoph-
er Delclouet said. “It’s so, so hot
in those places.”

Werther, who runs the PTA at
Etna Elementary, said it will be
easier for children to focus on

their studies when they aren’t
miserable and sweaty. The mod-
ern buildings will give students
something in which to take pride,
she said. It’s important for the
district’s image, too.

But there are plenty of logistical
challenges along the way.

Rebecca Scott, president of the
PTA at Kae Avenue Elementary,
said she’s sure it will be all ‘oohs’
and ‘ahhs’ when the new build-
ings finally open, but it’s a bit
frustrating in the meantime.

Her biggest concern is where
children will play while the
schools are built on top of their
former playgrounds and fields. 

Some moms have said they’re
upset that the Etna Road Ele-
mentary playground will be torn
down to make way for the new
school. The school PTA raised
$12,000 to build the playground
just two years ago.

At back-to-school events last
night, administrators said the
new layout will improve traffic
flow at the schools upon comple-
tion, but they’ll have to ask par-
ents for their patience. For in-
stance, student dropoff and pick-
up times are going to be rough
until at least next year’s first day
of school.

egibson@dispatch.com
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Warning signs appeared at Lake
Hope and Shawnee State Park
yesterday. Natural Resources
spokeswoman Heidi Hetzel-Evans
said signs should appear around
Dillon State Park’s 1,560-acre lake
this morning. 

The water problems at Dillon
State Park could mean trouble for
nearby businesses.

Creno’s Pizza near Nashport
makes quite a few deliveries on
weekends to the campgrounds
and cabins, said Darren Am-
spaugh, the pizza-shop owner.

Amspaugh said he lives near
Cutler Lake and had wondered if
the same thing could happen at
the Dillon lake.

Dillon State Park also is an
attraction for those who stay at
the Pines of Dresden Bed and
Breakfast, said Marin Starr, the
owner.

“This is the first I heard of it,”
Starr said of the algae problem.
“It’s horrible and a shame.” 

Lake Hope State Park is known
for its hummingbirds and draws
weekend campers and those who
like to fish at the Vinton County
lake.

“It’s a big concern with the way
the economy is already,” said
Kathy Hoover, manager of J.R.
Hoover’s General Store and Res-
taurant, north of McArthur. 

Cyanobacteria, which are more
commonly called blue-green
algae, are found in most lakes and
streams. Phosphorus from ma-
nure, fertilizers and raw sewage
help them grow thick in water.

These blooms of algae can
produce as many as four different
liver and nerve toxins, which can
sicken people and kill pets. A liver
toxin, microcystin, has at times
grown so concentrated in Grand
Lake St. Marys that the state now
warns people not to touch the
water, take boats out on the lake
or eat any fish they catch there.

State and local health officials
are investigating reports of 14
illnesses of people that might be
linked to contaminated water at

Grand Lake. Though none of the
lakes has been closed, the warn-
ings have caused a steep drop in
tourism business at Grand Lake
and campground cancellations at
other parks.

Whether the water at Dillon
State Park, the 120-acre Lake
Hope or the Shawnee golf pond is
actually contaminated won’t be
known until water and algae sam-
ples taken from each are tested,
said Erin Strouse, an Ohio Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency
spokeswoman. Some of the re-
sults could be available this week,
she said.

In the meantime, visitors to the
Dillon lake and Lake Hope should
be cautious, Hetzel-Evans said.
The warning signs at Shawnee,
she said, are largely to warn gol-
fers not to retrieve wayward balls
that fall into the water.

shunt@dispatch.com
jwoods@dispatch.com
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A sign warns visitors at Lake Hope State Park to avoid extended con-
tact with water. Water and algae are being tested for toxins.

KRISTINE GILL DISPATCH PHOTOS

Blue-green algae chunks float just outside the designated swimming
area at Lake Hope. Some algae could be seen within the markers, too. 

CORRECTION POLICY
The Dispatch strives to be fair and
accurate. The newspaper corrects
any significant errors of fact
brought to the attention of the
editors. If you think an error has
been made, call 614-461-5271.
Corrections will be printed below.

CORRECTIONS
� A spokeswoman for the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency
said trace amounts of algae-
related toxins have been found in
Burr Oak and Buckeye lakes but
not in Indian Lake. Because of a
writer’s error, an editorial on Page
A10 of Saturday’s Dispatch con-
tained incorrect information. 
� A proposed charter amendment
for the city of Columbus will
appear as Issue 12 on the Frank-
lin County ballot for the Nov. 2
election. Because of a reporter’s
error, a story on Page B1 of
yesterday’s Metro & State section
included a different issue number.


